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City of Alexandria, Virginia 2-32-05
MEMORANDUM
DATE:  FEBRUARY 17, 2005
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF CITY COUNCIL
FROM:  JAMES K. HARTMANN, CITY MANAGE

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF AN APPLICATION TO THE NATIONAL PARK
SERVICE TO DESIGNATE THE ALEXANDRIA HERITAGE TRAIL AS A
SEGMENT OF THE POTOMAC HERITAGE NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL
SYSTEM

ISSUE: Application to the National Park Service to designate the Alexandria Heritage Trail as a
segment of the Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail system.

RECOMMENDATION: That City Council:

(D Approve the application from the City of Alexandria to the National Park Service to
designate the Alexandria Heritage Trail as a segment of the Potomac National Scenic Trail
System; and

(2)  Authorize the City Manager to execute all necessary documents that may be required with
the application and letter of support (Attachment 1).

DISCUSSION: The Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail (PHNST), a part of the National
Trail System administered by the National Park Service, provides outdoor recreation combined
with educational opportunities through a developing network of existing, planned, and proposed
corridors located between the Chesapeake Bay and the Allegheny Highlands in western
Pennsylvania. The existing 17-mile Mount Vernon Trail is a designated segment of the PHNST
and 4.3 miles of the trail runs through the City of Alexandria, along areas of the Potomac River
and Old Town (Attachment 2).

The Alexandria Heritage Trail (AHT) is a 23-mile route of designated on-street and off-street
trails connecting over 50 historically significant cultural, archeological, and natural places
throughout the City of Alexandria (Attachment 3a & 3b). These sites have been documented in
the publication titled, Walk and Bike the Alexandria Heritage Trail by City Archaeologist Pamela
J. Cressey. These places provide valuable insight into the rich history of Alexandria while
incorporating outdoor recreation.




Local jurisdictions seeking PHNST designation must meet guidelines relating to natural,
historical, and cultural resources, recreational opportunities in the form of non-motorized travel,
quality of life, trail and corridor connectivity, educational opportunities, and trail management.
The Alexandria Heritage Trail meets these guidelines. Historic sites have been identified and
documented by Alexandria Archaeology. The trail is an interconnected network of routes that
cover a large portion of existing City designated bike routes. These routes are maintained by the
City’s Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities and Department of Transportation
and Environmental Services. The potential benefits of a PHNST designation include:

« Increased opportunities to develop routes and outdoor educational opportunities in
coordination with local jurisdictions, citizen groups and state and federal land managers;

« Use of the PHNST marker (logo) in marketing, information and educational programs;

« Priority consideration for funds to support PHNST-related projects and partners through
the NPS Challenge Cost-Share program; and

« Technical assistance with trail corridor planning, project development and implementation,
fund-raising, interpretive planning and educational programming, project development,
marketing and promotion, communications and public involvement, and heritage tourism
projects.

With designation, the City can develop additional educational and interpretive programming,
marketing, and heritage tourism opportunities. This application is in concert with the City
Council’s strategic plan goals, Goal #4 “A strong tourism development strategy.”

FISCAL IMPACT: There is no fiscal impact to the City to have the Alexandria Heritage Trail
designated as a segment of the Potomac Heritage Trail system as the City has taken the necessary
steps to achieve designation. The National Park Service has provided the City with a grant of
$8,000 in order for six Heritage Trail signs to be installed in waterfront area parks. Plans to sign
more of the Trail across the City will have a fiscal impact on the City when undertaken. The
Heritage Trail signs are contemplated to be part of the overall multi-year comprehensive City-
wide sign program. This comprehensive sign program will be considered by Council as part of
the upcoming FY 2006 budget process.

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment 1. Letter of Support

Attachment 2. Map of Mt. Vernon Trail

Attachment 3a. Map of Alexandria Heritage Trail

Attachment 3b. Map of Alexandria Heritage Trail Old Town Alexandria

STAFF:

Kirk Kincannon, Director, Department of Recreation, Parks & Cultural Activities

Jean Federico, Director, Office of Historic Alexandria

Aimee Vosper, Landscape Architect Supervisor, Department of Recreation, Parks & Cultural
Activities

Pam Cressey, City Archaeologist, Office of Historic Alexandria, Alexandria Archaeology

Judy Lo, Assistant Landscape Architect, Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities
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Attachment 1

Terry R. Carlstrom, Regional Director
National Capital Region

National Park Service

1100 Ohio Drive S.W.

Washington DC 20242

Dear Mr. Carlstrom:

Enclosed is an application by the City of Alexandria for designation of the Alexandria Heritage
Trail as a segment of the Potomac Heritage National Scenic Trail.

The Alexandria Heritage Trail, officially launched in June 2002, is a 23-mile loop off the Mount
Vernon Trail that links Alexandria's many stream valleys, parks, historic museums and charming
neighborhoods to provide a continuous system for exploring Alexandria’s history. Developed in
partnership between City agencies and volunteers, the trail provides an exceptional blend of
outdoor recreation and educational opportunities.

The Alexandria Heritage Trail reflects the spirit and intent of the Potomac Heritage National
Scenic Trail. It scratches below the surface of daily life to show linkages between the past and
the present; encourages the conservation of Potomac lands and waters; and celebrates the
character of Alexandria through making it accessible to all.

This designation recognizes the subsantial role the City and its environs contribute to an
understanding of the National Scenic Trail corridor and the quality of life for residents and
visitors.

Respectfully,

William D. Euille, Mayor
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